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(57) ABSTRACT 

A packet transfer device that can be easily realized even 
when a number of input ports is large. Each input buffer 
temporarily stores entered packets class by class, and out- 
puts packets of a selected class specified by the control unit, 
while the control unit determines the selected class of 
packets to be outputted from the input buffers according to 
a packet storage state in the packet storage units of the input 
buffers as a whole for each class. Each input buffer can 
temporarily store entered packets white selecting packets to 
be outputted at a next phase, and the control unit can specify 
packets to be selected in the input buffers according to an 
output state of packets previously selected in the input 
buffers as a whole. Packets stored in the buffer can be 
managed in terms of a plurality of groups, and each packet 
entered at the buffer can be distributed into a plurality of 
groups so that packets are distributed fairly among flows. 
The packets belonging to one of a plurality of groups are 
then outputted from the buffer toward the output port. A 
packet transfer at the buffer can be controlled by issuing a 
packet transfer command according to a log of packet 
transfer commands with respect to the buffer and a packet 
storage state of the buffer. 

19 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 14 
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PACKET TRANSFER DEVICE AND PACKET 
TRANSFER METHOD ADAPTIVE TO A 
LARGE NUMBER OF INPUT PORTS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a packet transfer device 
such as a cell multiplexing device and a cell buffer device in 
an ATM communication network. Since a cell switch can be 
formed by combining a plurality of cell multiplexing 
devices, the present invention is also applicable to a cell 
switch which has each output port in a configuration of a cell 
multiplexing device according to the present invention. The 
cell buffer device of the present invention is not necessarily 
limited to handling of cells and is applicable to a buffer 
device in general. The present invention is also not neces- 
sarily limited to an application to the ATM communication 
network and is applicable to a packet switching network as 
well. 

2. Description of the Background Art 

Currently, researches on an ATM (Asynchronous Transfer 
Mode) communication scheme are actively conducted by 
researchers of the communication technology throughout 
the world. In an ATM communication scheme, fixed length 
packets called cells are used to transmit and switch infor- 
mation. In an ATM communication scheme, a high speed 
cell switching can be realized by a cell switch provided by 
the hardware inside a switch node, so that it is possible to 
realize an information transfer performance per unit time 
much superior than those of the existing communication 
networks. 

An ATM communication scheme can set up a plurality of 
logical connections (Virtual Connection: VC) in one physi- 
cal transmission link by using a connection identifier infor- 
mation called VPI (Virtual Path Identifier) and VCI (Virtual 
Channel Identifier) to be provided in a header of a cell. At 
each switch node within the network, routes are set up in 
advance for each VC, and the switch node determines an 
output route for outputting the cell according the connection 
identifier VPI and VCI of the cell VPI and VCI are uniquely 
assigned at each physical transmission link between the 
switch nodes, so that the switch node has a function for 
rewriting values of VPI and VCI of a passing cell. 

Up to now, the VC for which the quality is guaranteed in 
the ATM network has been either a CBR (Constant Bit Rate) 
connection or a VBR (Variable Bit Rate) connection. The 
CBR connection is a VC for transmitting the traffic in which 
the cell transmission rate (that is, a number of transmission 
cells per unit time, which is also referred to as a cell rate or 
a bandwidth) is constant and known in advance. The VBR 
connection is a VC for transmitting the traffic in which the 
cell transmission rate is not constant but some traffic char- 
acteristics such as a maximum value (peak rate) and an 
average value (average rate) are known in advance. 

Basically, in a case of multiplexing a plurality of VCs in 
one physical transmission link while maintaining a sufficient 
quality, it is sufficient for a sum of the peak rates of all the 
VCs to be not greater than the bandwidth of the physical 
transmission link. This scheme is called a peak rate alloca- 
tion. It is possible for the peak rate allocation to realize a 
sufficiently high physical transmission link utilization effi- 
ciency in a case of dealing only with the CBR connections, 
but a physical transmission link utilization efficiency cannot 
be very high in a case of dealing with the VBR connections. 
For this reason, there are many studies on a technique for 
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improving the physical transmission link utilization effi- 
ciency by using the statistical multiplexing effect according 
to the traffic characteristics known in advance while main- 
taining the quality. 

5 However, the ATM communication between computers is 
characterized by the fact that the traffic characteristics such 
as an average rate cannot be predicted in advance, and the 
characteristic called burstiness which indicates a coexist- 
ence of some timing at which a large amount of cells are 

10 transmitted instantaneously and some other timing at which 
no cell is transmitted. Consequently, for the ATM commu- 
nication between computers, it is difficult to improve the 
network utilization efficiency while maintaining the quality 
by using the techniques used for CBR and VBR. 

15 More specifically, for data transferred between 
computers, when the peak rate allocation is utilized to 
guarantee the quality, the network utilization efficiency will 
be lowered considerably, whereas when the statistical mul- 
tiplexing effect is utilized as in a case of VBR, a large 

20 amount of cells arrive simultaneously at some output port of 
the cell switch because of the burstiness of the traffic, and the 
cell loss due to the buffer overflow will be caused unless a 
sufficient buffer capacity is provided at the cell switch. In 
addition, when the cell loss is caused, a re-transmission in 

25 unit of a packet formed by a plurality of cells will be carried 
out, so that the effective throughput will be lowered. 

For this reason, in recent years, a service class called ABR 
(Available Bit Rate) has been proposed and studied. In this 
ABR, the network utilization efficiency is improved while 

30 guaranteeing the cell transfer quality (especially a quality 
concerning cell loss) by applying a flow control between 
terminals and switch nodes. In the ABR connection, when 
the switch node is about to fall into the cell congestion state, 
the source terminals are controlled to suppress cell trans- 

35 missions before the cell congestion occurs at the switch 
node. Here, the traffic control information to be given to 
terminals is mainly carried by a cell called RM (Resource 
Management) cell. This traffic control from the switch node 
to the source terminal in the ABR has an unignorable delay 

40 time, so that there is a need to implement a large capacity 
buffer at the cell switch so as not to discard cells until the 
traffic control begins to function effectively. 

Apart from these CBR, VBR and ABR, there is a service 

45 class called UBR (Unspecified Bit Rate) which is a class of 
the so called best effort service in which a terminal is not 
required to declare the characteristics of traffic to be out- 
putted in detail to the network, but instead the network does 
not guarantee the transfer quality at all. 

50 As described above, data between computers have the 
burstiness, so that in order to realize a satisfactory level of 
the cell loss rate for the UBR connections, it is considered 
that the implementation of a large capacity celt buffer in the 
cell switch is necessary. 

55 Fortunately, the transfer delay time and the transfer delay 
jitter required by the traffic between computers are often not 
so severe compared with those required for the CBR and 
VBR. By implementing a large capacity cell buffer in the 
cell switch, the delay time and the delay jitter for the cell 

6o transmission increase, but it is considered that there are 
many applications that can tolerate such an increase of the 
delay time and the delay jitter. 

In particular, in a case of the ABR and UBR services, it 
is considered necessary to provide means for avoiding the 

65 congestion of the network. One known means for avoiding 
the congestion is the so called EFCI (Explicit Forward 
Congestion Indication). In the EFCI, a header of each cell 
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has an EFCI bit as an indication of a congestion experienced 
by that cell, and a cell switch within the network marks the 
EFCI but according to the congestion state. As each terminal 
utilizes the information of the EFCI, it becomes possible to 
avoid the congestion. 

Next, the conventional per-VC fair queueing in the cell 
multiplexing device and the cell switch will be described. 

First, the per-VC fair queueing which is required as the 
robustness in the ABR service will be described. 

The ABR service works as the source terminal controls 
the transmission of cells according to the traffic control 
information given from the network. If some terminal 
ignores (either by fault or intentionally) the traffic control 
information given from the network, it may be difficult to 
recover from the congestion of the network. 

This problem can be resolved by carrying out the per-VC 
fair queueing at a cell multiplexing device or a cell switch, 
so as to realize the fair cell multiplexing scheduling among 
VCs and the fair buffer allocation among VCs. By carrying 
out the per-VC fair queueing, the interaction among VCs can 
be suppressed to the minimum, and even if there is a VC 
which ignores the traffic control information, only that VC 
would fall into the congestion and the influence of that VC 
to the other VCs can be suppressed. 

In addition, the per-VC fair queueing is also required from 
the fairness of the UBR service. 

FIG. 1 shows an example of an unfair bandwidth alloca- 
tion in the UBR service. In this example, the network has 
four terminals A, B, C and D, and one file server FS, which 
are connected through cell switches (or cell multiplexing 
devices) X, Y and Z and links 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

Now, when each cell switch is to multiplex cells regard- 
less of a number of VCs set up to its input links, each cell 
switch treats the input ports equally. For example, at the cell 
switch X, in a case of multiplexing cells from the links 2 and 
3 into the link 1, the cell switch X treats both links equally, 
so that if the bandwidth of the link 1 is 1.0, the bandwidth 
of 0.5 would be given to each of the links 2 and 3. 

By the similar consideration, the bandwidth eventually 
given to each terminal would have the largest value 0.5 for 
the terminal A and the smallest value 0.125 for the terminals 
C and D. This is far from the ideal in which all terminals 
should be making accesses to the file server FS equally. 

In addition, when the network falls into the congestion, 
the network transmits the EFCI information so that each 
terminal makes its bandwidth smaller. At this point, if there 
are terminals which obeys the EFCI information faithfully 
and terminals which ignore the EFCI information within the 
network, there is a problem in that only the terminals which 
are faithful to the EFCI information would suppress the ceil 
transmission, and the terminals which ignore the EFCI 
information would end up obtaining unfairly large band- 
width resources. 

These problems are caused by the fact that the cell switch 
treats the input links equally by ignoring a number of VCs 
multiplexed in each link. When the cell switch carries out the 
per-VC fair queueing and distributes the bandwidth accord- 
ing to a number of VCs, it becomes possible for the 
terminals to make accesses to the file server fairly. 

Next, the conventional cell multiplexing device for car- 
rying out the priority control among classes will be 
described. 

FIG. 2 shows a configuration of a conventional cell 
multiplexing device for carrying out the priority control 
among classes. This cell multiplexing device of FIG. 2 is for 
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multiplexing cells entered from N pieces of input ports into 
one piece of output port. 

In the output buffer 101, cells of each class are separated 
by a class separation unit 102, and stored in a cell storage 

5 unit (101-1, 101-2, or 101-3) for each class provided therein, 
and a cell selection unit 103 selectively outputs cells to the 
output port according to the priority level of each class. 

In addition, a number of cells stored in each buffer storage 
unit of the output buffer 101 is compared with a threshold 

10 value to generate a respective backpressure signal. 

Each input buffer 100 also has a cell storage unit (100-1, 
100-2, or 100-3) for each class, and cells are transferred to 
the output buffer 101 according to the priority level of each 
class among the classes which are permitted to output cells 

15 according to the backpressure signals. 

In this configuration, there is a need to provide a plurality 
of cell storage units class by class in the output buffer, so that 
there is a drawback in that the realization of the output buffer 

20 becomes difficult when a number of classes increases. In 
particular, it has been necessary for the input rate of the 
output buffer to be N times greater (where N is a number of 
input ports) than a rate at the input port, so that when a 
number of classes and a number of input ports are large, it 

2S has been difficult to realize the output buffer with such 
complicated functions. 

When the configuration of FIG. 2 is considered as one 
output port portion of a cell switch, the same problem also 
exists for the the cell switch which has buffers for the input 

30 P° rts - 

Next, the conventional cell multiplexing device will be 
described. Here, the problems associated with a cell multi- 
plexing device having input buffers as shown in FIG. 3 will 
be described. 

35 FIG. 3 shows a cell multiplexing device for multiplexing 
cells entered from N input ports into one output port. 

The output buffer 111 temporarily stores cells from the 
input ports and outputs cells according to a rate of an output 
port. 

40 A number of cells stored in the output buffer 111 is 
compared with a threshold value to generate a backpressure 
signal. The input buffer 101 has one queue in correspon- 
dence to the output port, and transfers cells to the output 
buffer 111 only when the output is permitted by the back- 

45 pressure signal. 

Such a cell multiplexing device treats the input buffers 
110 equally regardless of a number of VCs set up, so that 
there has been problems concerning the robustness in the 

SQ ABR service and the fairness in the UBR service. 

When the configuration of FIG. 3 is considered as one 
output port portion of a cell switch, the same problem also 
exists for the the cell switch which has buffers for the input 
ports. 

55 Next, the conventional per-VC fair queueing in the cell 
buffer device will be described. 

FIG. 4 shows a configuration of FIFO for each VC which 
realizes the per-VC fair queueing. 

FIG. 4 shows a case of a cell buffer device in which the 

60 connection identifier information of the cell entered from the 
input link is notified to a buffer pointer management unit 
130, the cell is temporarily stored in a cell buffer 131 by 
obtaining a write pointer indicating a writing position of the 
cell given from the buffer pointer management unit 130, and 

65 the cell is read out from the cell buffer 131 according to a 
read pointer indicating a cell to be read out given from the 
buffer pointer management unit 130 and outputted to the 
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output link. The buffer pointer management unit 130 man- storage unit 500 or the class multiplexing FIFO 510 to the 

ages a buffer pointer indicating a position of each stored cell class management unit 520, a transmission of the transfer 

on the cell buffer 131. command from the class management unit 520 to the cell 

Here, the buffer pointer management unit 130 manages storage unit 500, and a cell transfer from the cell storage unit 
the buffer pointer for each VC by using a VC table. FIG. 4 5 500 to the class multiplexing FIFO 520. In such a case, the 

shows a well known management scheme using the pointer following problems are encountered conventionally. 
cha ^j First, due to these delay times, it has been impossible for 

When the cell is entered, a buffer pointer is taken out from *• class management unit 520 to accurately judge whether 
a head of an idle chain as the write pointer, and attached to L" D *^ 0W 15 *°. be c " u,ed m lhe TT?™ 
a tail of the chain for VC corresponding to the input cell. At »° «K> »• ° r For «•»». conventionally, the con- 

a time of outputling cell, a VC storing the cell is selected «mon not causmg the underflow has been given by the 

fairly, and a buffer pointer at its head is taken out as a read con, P*™ a °[ a Dunlb "° f * "* ^ mul "P 1 «- 

pointer. As a method for selecting a VC fairly at a time of «W ™0 with a threshold value wh.ch b set larger for he 

cell output, the round robin scheme is known. tlme P"'; ^ 

v , , ... . -. • 15 class multiplexing FIFO 510 has been made longer, and this 

In order to select a VC by the round robin scheme, . is ^ ^ Jt^n^wcaag the performance of the priority 

necessary to carry out the sequential search through the VC con t r ol 

table as to whether there is any cell stored in the buffer, co ^ Qf ^ q[ & transmission of the 

starting from a VC next to a VC which was outputted mformatioQ from the ^ ^ class _ 2 ^ storage unit 

previously. It may be necessary to carry out this search i for ^ {{ ^ ^ [m fc tQ accuratd jud whelher 

as many as almost all VCs wimin one cell period, bu there ^ g uQit ^ becomes em of QOt Fof 

arecasesmwmchanumberofVCstobese upisweUover ^ f ^ ^ ^ fl c ^ of f ^ yam _ 

several thousands, so that it has been difficult to realize this commaild by judgiDg an actually empty state erroneously as 

scheme in practice. not empty ^ or a case m w hich the output of the low priority 

Next, the conventional cell buffer device for carrying out 25 dass _ 1 celk ^ priority over the higb priority class-2 cells 

the priority control will be described. ^ commanded by judging an actually not empty state 

FIG. 17 shows an exemplary configuration of a conven- erroneously as empty. As a result, the problems of a lowering 

tional cell buffer device for carrying out the priority control. c f me throughput of the cell buffer device or a lowering of 

This cell buffer device of FIG. 17 has a class-1 cell storage the performance have been encountered conventionally, 

unit 500-1 for temporarily storing cells with a low priority 30 Note that the similar problems can also arise in various 

concerning the delay and a class-2 cell storage unit 500-2 for cell buffer devices other than the cell buffer device for 

temporarily storing cells with a high priority concerning the carrying out the priority control. Namely, in a cell buffer 

delay, and their outputs are multiplexed by a class multi- device in which a management unit commands the cell 

plexing FIFO 510. transfer among a plurality of buffers, when the delay times 

A class management unit 520 receives a number of cells 35 exist for a transmission of a buffer information to the 
Na in the class-2 cell storage unit 500-2, and a number of management unit, a transmission of the transfer command 
cells Nb in the class multiplexing FIFO 510 as inputs, and from the management unit to the buffer, and a cell trans- 
issues a transfer commands to either class-1 or class-2, so mission among the buffers, the similar problems of a low- 
that only the cell storage unit 500 of a class which received ering of the throughput of the cell buffer device or a 
the transfer command will transfer cells to the class multi- 40 lowering of the performance have been encountered con- 
plexing FIFO 510. ventionaUy. 

In order to improve the performance of the priority As described, the conventional cell multiplexing device is 

control in this cell buffer device of FIG. 17, it is necessary associated with the following two problems 

to keep a number of cells stored in the class multiplexing Firstly, as there is a need to provide a plurality of cell 

FIFO 510 small, but in order not to lower the throughput, it storage units class by class in the output buffer, the reahza- 

is necessary to command the transfer so that the class tionof the output buffer becomes difficult when a number of 

multiplexing FIFO 510 will not become empty as much as classes increases. In particular, it has been necessary for the 

possible (that is, so as not to cause the underflow in the class input rate of the output buffer to be N times greater (where 

multiplexing FIFO 510). In addition, when either one of the N is a number of input ports) than a rate at the input port, so 

cell storage unit 500 is empty, if the transfer is commanded 50 that when a number of classes and a number of input ports 

to the empty cell storage unit 500 (a case which will be are large, it has been difficult to realize the output buffer with 

referred to as a vain-command in the following description), such complicated functions. 

there would be a possibility for causing the underflow, so Secondly, as the conventional cell multiplexing device 

that it is necessary to issue the transfer command with treats the input buffers equally regardless of a number of 

respect to the cell storage unit 500 in which a stored cell 55 VCs set up, there has been problems concerning the robust- 

exi ^ ts ness in the AER service and the fairness in the UBR service. 

i * , • « 1 • t u t i; f ; rtn u^j.hth. On the other hand, the conventional cell buffer device is 

According to these policies, the condition by which the . f * . u lome 

class management unit 520 ^issues, be transfer command to ^/^tZ^Vcly the round robin 
the class-2 cell storage umt 500-2 can be g.ven by. ^ * fa (o ^ ^ ( J ^ 

(tfb si) and (Na^i), through the VC table as to whether there is any cell stored 

while the condition for the transfer command to the class-1 ^ the buffer, starting from a VC next to a VC which was 

cell storage unit 500-1 can be given by: ™tputted previously. It may ^ necessary to carry out this 

search for as many as almost all VCs within one cell period, 

OrVft^i) and (JVa=0> 65 but there are cases m wn ich a number of VCs to be set up 

Now, consider a case in which the delay times exist for a is well over several thousands, so that it has been difficult to 

transmission of a number of cells information from the cell realize this scheme in practice. 
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In this regard, recently, there is a proposition of an of input buffers for temporarily storing packets; a control 
algorithm to resolve this problem, as disclosed in M. unit for controlling the input buffers; and at least one output 
Shreedhar & G. Varghese: "Efficient Fair Queueing using port for transferring packets outputted from the input buff- 
Deficit Round Robin", ACM SIGCOMM '95, pp. 231-242, ers; wherein each input buffer has packet storage means for 
August 1995. This algorithm called DRR proposed in this 5 temporarily storing entered packets, selection means for 
paper manages VCs storing cells by using a concept of an selecting packets to be outputted from the packet storage 
active list, so that the search through the VC table is not means, and an output means for outputting packets selected 
necessary at a time of cell output Consequently, even when by the selection means toward the output port; and the 
a number of VCs to be set up is increased, it is possible to control unit issues a command commanding a selection of 
realize the selection of a cell to be outputted at high speed 10 packets by the selection means of the input buffers according 
for the purpose of the per-VC fair queueing. to an output state of packets previously selected by the 

However, this DRR algorithm has a drawback in that a selection means in the input buffers as a whole, 
number of packets in proportion to a value of weight set up According to another aspect of the present invention there 
to each VC will be outputted at once because the packets are is provided a packet transfer device, comprising: a buffer for 
stored in the VC by VC classification, so that the output 15 temporarily storing entered packets; a control unit for con- 
traffic resulting from this DRR algorithm will be very bursty. trolling the buffer; and at least one output port for transfer- 
In addition, in a cell buffer device in which a management ring packets outputted from the buffer; wherein the control 
unit commands the cell transfer among a plurality of buffers, unit has management means for managing packets stored in 
when the delay times exist for a transmission of a buffer the buffer in terms of a plurality of groups, distribution 
information to the management unit, a transmission of the 20 means for distributing each packet entered at the buffer into 
transfer command from the management unit to the buffer, one of said plurality of groups so that packets are distributed 
and a cell transmission among the buffers, the problems of fairly among flows to which packets belong, and control 
a lowering of the throughput of the cell buffer device or a means for commanding the buffer to output packets belong- 
lowering of the performance have been encountered con- ing to one of said plurality of groups managed by the 
ventionally. 25 management means toward the output port. 

ct ikaila a t> v tuc i\n /rMnnM According to another aspect of the present invention there 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION fa * of ^ . q a packet 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide device formed by a plurality of input buffers for temporarily 
a packet transfer device and a packet transfer method using storing packets belonging to a plurality of classes, a control 
the priority control among classes, which are easy to realize 3Q uait f or controlling the input buffers, and at least one output 
even when a number of input ports is large. port f or transferring packets outputted from the input 
It is another object of the present invention to provide a buffers, the method comprising the steps of: temporarily 
packet transfer device and a packet transfer method capable storing entered packets class by class at each input buffer; 
of carrying out the per-VC fair queueing which realizes the determining a selected class of packets to be outputted from 
robustness in the ABR service and the fairness in the UBR 35 the input buffers according to a packet storage state in the 
service. input buffers as a whole for each class, and issuing a 
It is another object of the present invention to provide a command specifying the selected class from the control unit 
packet transfer device and a packet transfer method capable to the input buffers; and outputting temporarily stored pack- 
of carrying out the per-VC fair queueing which can be ets of the selected class specified by the command of the 
realized easily without being affected by an upper limit of a ^ control unit from each input buffer toward the output port, 
number of VCs that can be set up. According to another aspect of the present invention there 
It is another object of the present invention to provide a is provided a method of packet transfer in a packet transfer 
packet transfer device and a packet transfer method capable device formed by a plurality of input buffers for temporarily 
of preventing a lowering of the throughput or the perfor- storing packets, a control unit for controlling the input 
mance of the priority control when a management unit 45 buffers, and at least one output port for transferring packets 
commands the ceil transfer among a plurality of buffers, outputted from the input buffers, the method comprising the 
even if the delay times exist for a transmission of a buffer steps of: temporarily storing entered packets at each input 
information to the management unit, a transmission of the buffer; selecting packets to be outputted from each input 
transfer command from the management unit to the buffer, buffer among temporarily stored packets; issuing a com- 
and a cell transmission among the buffers. 50 mand commanding a selection of packets by the selecting 
According to one aspect of the present invention there is step from the control unit to the input buffers, according to 
provided a packet transfer device, comprising: a plurality of an output state of packets previously selected by the select- 
input buffers for temporarily storing packets belonging to a ing step in the input buffers as a whole; and outputting 
plurality of classes; a control unit for controlling the input temporarily stored packets selected by the selecting step 
buffers; and at least one output port for transferring packets 55 from each input buffer toward the output port, 
outputted from the input buffers; wherein each input buffer According to another aspect of the present invention there 
has packet storage means for temporarily storing entered is provided a method of packet transfer in a packet transfer 
packets class by class, and an output means for outputting device formed by a buffer for temporarily storing entered 
packets of a selected class specified by the control unit from packets, a control unit for controlling the buffer, and at least 
the packet storage means toward the output port; and the 60 one output port for transferring packets outputted from the 
control unit determines the selected class of packets to be buffer, the method comprising the steps of: managing pack- 
outputted from the input buffers according to a packet ets stored in the buffer in terms of a plurality of groups; 
storage state in the packet storage means of the input buffers distributing each packet entered at the buffer into one of said 
as a whole for each class, and issues a command specifying plurality of groups so that packets are distributed fairly 
the selected class to the input buffers. 65 among flows to which packets belong; and outputting pack- 
According to another aspect of the present invention there ets belonging to one of said plurality of groups managed by 
is provided a packet transfer device, comprising: a plurality the managing step from the buffer toward the output port. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a packet transfer device, comprising: at least one 
buffer for temporarily storing entered packets; and a conirol 
unit for controlling a packet transfer at the buffer, by issuing 
a packet transfer command to the buffer according to a log 
of packet transfer commands with respect to the buffer and 
a packet storage state of the buffer. 

According to another aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a method of packet transfer in a packet transfer 
device formed by at least one buffer and a control unit for 
controlling a packet transfer at the buffer, the method 
comprising the steps of: temporarily storing entered packets 
at the buffer; and controlling a packet transfer at the buffer, 
by issuing a packet transfer command from the control unit 
to the buffer according to a log of packet transfer commands 
with respect to the buffer and a packet storage state of the 
buffer. 

Other features and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following description taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a conventional network 
system illustrating an example of unfair bandwidth alloca- 
tion in the UBR service. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional cell 
multiplexing device for carrying out the priority control 
among classes. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional cell 
multiplexing device. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional 
FIFO for realizing the per-VC fair queueing. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a cell multiplexing device for 
carrying out the priority control among classes according to 
the first embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of another possible configura- 
tion of an output buffer in the cell multiplexing device of 
FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of still another possible con- 
figuration of an output buffer in the cell multiplexing device 
of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a cell multiplexing device for 
carrying out the per-VC fair queueing according to the 
second embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a cell buffer device for 
carrying out the per-VC fair queueing according to the third 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing one part of exemplary data 
structure to be used in the cell buffer device of FIG. 9. 

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing another part of exemplary 
data structure to be used in the cell buffer device of FIG. 9. 

FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining the per- flow fair 
queueing to be realized according to the fourth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 13 is a schematic block diagram for explaining 
operations in a packet buffer device for realizing the per- 
flow fair queueing according to the fourth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of a cell buffer device for 
correcting a number of cells information according to the 
fifth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 15 is a diagram for explaining the operation of the 
cell buffer device of FIG. 14 according to the fifth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 



•0,248 Bl 

10 

FIG. 16 is a timing chart for explaining the operation of 
the cell buffer device of FIG. 14 according to the fifth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 17 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional 
5 cell buffer device for carrying out the priority control among 
classes. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
10 Now, various embodiments of a packet transfer device 
and a packet transfer method according to the present 
invention will be described with references to drawings. 

0. Definitions of Terms 

First, the terms used in describing various embodiments 
is of the present invention will be defined. 
(1) A packet: 

A packet is a concept which encompasses a fixed length 
cell, and should be understood as a generalization of a cell. 
In the following description, a packet can be taken as either 

20 a variable length one or a fixed length one. Also, the 
following description explicitly refers to a cell solely for the 
sake of simplifying the explanation, and the following 
description should not be taken to limit the scope of the 
present invention to just a case of using a cell. 

25 (2) A packet (cell) buffer device and a packet (cell) 
multiplexing device: 

A packet buffer device is a device which has at least one 
input port, at least one output port, and at least one buffer, 
in which a packet entered from the input port is temporarily 

30 stored in the buffer according to the need, and outputted to 
the output port. In particular, a packet buffer device which 
outputs a packet to the output port according to the desti- 
nation of a packet will be referred to as a packet switch. A 
buffer constituting a part of a large scale packet buffer device 

35 can also be considered as a packet buffer device. 

A packet multiplexing device is a kind of packet buffer 
device which has only one packet output port. When the 
output ports of a packet buffer device are considered 
separately, a packet buffer device can be viewed as a 

40 combination of a plurality of packet multiplexing devices 
with common input ports. In the following, the description 
directed to a packet multiplexing device is equally appli- 
cable to a packet buffer device. 

A packet transfer device is a generic term encompassing 

45 both a packet buffer device and a packet multiplexing 
device. 

It is to be noted that, in the following, the description 
based on a specific example of a multiplexing device or a 
buffer device is not just applicable to a multiplexing device 
50 or a buffer device alone, and should be considered as 
applicable to a packet transfer device in general. 

1. Priority Control Among Classes 

Now, with references to FIG. 5 to FIG. 7, the first 
embodiment of a packet transfer device and a packet transfer 
55 method according to the present invention will be described 
in detail. This first embodiment is directed to a case of a cell 
multiplexing device for carrying out the priority control 
among classes. 

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary configuration of a cell mul- 
60 tiplexing device for carrying out the priority control among 
classes according to this first embodiment. 

The cell multiplexing device of FIG. 5 comprises: a 
plurality of input buffers 10, respectively provided in cor- 
respondence to a plurality of input ports #1 to #N, for 
65 temporarily storing cells entered from the respective input 
ports #1 to #N; an output buffer 11 for multiplexing cells 
outputted from the input buffers 10, and outputting multi- 
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plexed cells to an output port; and a class management unit 
12 for managing all the input buffers 10. 

Each input buffer 10 has a plurality of class by class cell 
storage units 13 (a class- 1 cell storage unit 13a, a cIass-2 cell 
storage unit 136 and a class-3 cell storage unit 13c) for a 5 
plurality of classes (class-1, class-2 and class-3) of entered 
cells, and a class multiplexing FIFO 14 for multiplexing 
cells outputted from the cell storage units 13 and outputting 
the multiplexed cells to the output buffer 11. 

The class management unit 12 obtains a number of cells 10 
in a cell storage unit for each class (Nkl, Nk2 and Nk3) for 
the cell storage units 13 of the input buffers 10 and a number 
of cells in class multiplexing FIFOs (Nm) for the class 
multiplexing FIFOs 14 of the input buffers 10, determines a 
transfer class command from these numbers according to a 15 
prescribed algorithm, and notifies the determined transfer 
class command to all the input buffers 10. 

When the transfer class command is notified from the 
class management unit 12, the cell storage unit 13 of a class 
specified by the transfer class command transfers cells to the 20 
class multiplexing FIFO 14 in each input buffer 10. The class 
multiplexing FIFO 14 of each input buffer 10 outputs cells 
to the output buffer 11 under a control of a backpressure 
signal indicating a congestion state inside the output buffer 

11. 25 

Each class by class cell storage unit 13 can be formed by 
a FIFO (First In First Out) memory, for example. 

Note that FIG. 5 shows an exemplary case of using three 
classes (class-1 to class-3), but this first embodiment is 
effectively operable regardless of a number of classes 30 
involved. 

Also, by viewing the configuration of FIG. 5 as an output 
port portion of a cell switch, this first embodiment is equally 
applicable to a cell switch as well. 

In addition, the output buffer 11 shown in FIG. 5 has a 35 
configuration formed by a single FIFO 15, but any other 
desired configuration can be used for this output buffer 11 as 
long as it is possible to guarantee that the cells of the class 
multiplexing FIFOs 14 can be outputted to the output port 
within a finite time under any conditions. 40 

For example, it is possible to use a configuration which 
has no buffer at all, but which has a function to arbitrate cells 
from the class multiplexing FIFOs 14 at a time of outputting 
cells to the output port. It is also possible to use a configu- 
ration shown in FIG. 6 or FIG. 7 described below. 45 

An output buffer 16 shown in FIG. 6 has a configuration 
formed by FIFOs in multiple stages (two stages in FIG. 6), 
where each FIFO provides a backpressure signal to a FIFO 
of an immediately preceding stage. 

Namely, in the output buffer 16 of FIG. 6, the input links 50 
#1 to #N respectively provided in correspondence to the 
outputs of the input buffers 10 are connected to a plurality 
of FIFOs 18 on an input side (front stage), and outputs of 
these FIFOs 18 are connected to a FIFO 19 of an output side 
(back stage). The backpressure signal outputted from the 55 
FIFO 19 of the back stage according to its congestion state 
is provided to each one of a plurality of FIFOs 18 of the front 
stage, and the backpressure signal outputted from each one 
of a plurality of FIFOs 18 of the front stage according to its 
congestion state is provided to a plurality of class multi- 60 
plexing FIFOs 14 of the input buffers 10 connected thereto. 

On the other hand, an output buffer 17 shown in FIG. 7 
has a configuration formed by FIFOs in multiple stages (two 
stages in FIG. 7) similarly as the output buffer 16 of FIG. 6, 
but differs from the output buffer 16 of FIG. 6 in that a queue 65 
length information of a plurality of FIFOs 18 of the input 
side (or a queue length information of all FIFOs) is trans- 
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ferred to a backpressure generation unit 20, and this back- 
pressure generation unit 20 generates a backpressure signal 
from the queue length information and notifies the generated 
backpressure signal to all the input links. 

For example, a total sum of all queue lengths is compared 
with a threshold value, and when the total sum of all queue 
lengths exceeds the threshold value, an input into the output 
buffer 17 is prohibited by the backpressure signal. Note that 
the backpressure generation unit 20 may be provided inside 
the class management unit 12 instead of being provided 
inside the output buffer 17 as shown in FIG. 7. 

According to the cell multiplexing device for carrying out 
the priority control among classes in this first embodiment, 
there is no need to distinguish classes at the output buffer 
which requires a high throughput, so that the realization of 
the cell multiplexing device becomes easier. Here, there is a 
need for the input buffers to manage cells class by class, but 
the input buffer only requires a low throughput, so that the 
easy realization of the cell multiplexing device is still 
possible. 

Now, the configuration of the cell multiplexing device of 
FIG. 5 will be described in further detail. 

A number of cells in cell storage units for each class 
which is entered into the class management unit 12 can be 
a total sum of numbers of cells in the cell storage units for 
each class at all the input buffers 10. Similarly, a number of 
cells in class multiplexing FIFOs which is entered into the 
class management unit 12 can be a total sum of numbers of 
cells in the class multiplexing FIFOs at all the input buffers 
10. Here, a calculation of a total sum may be carried out 
either inside or outside the class management unit 12. 

The number of cells information is then compared with a 
relatively small threshold value in the class management 
unit 12. This threshold value can be given as a fixed value 
or a dynamically variable value depending on the algorithm 
used in the class management unit 12. In a case of using the 
threshold value given as a fixed value, it is also possible to 
enter a comparison result into the class management unit 12, 
instead of the number of cells information. 

Also, when values greater than a certain value have no 
effect on the processing of the class management unit 12, 
this fact can be utilized to encode values by assigning one 
code for all these values greater than a certain value. For 
instance, the encoding using 4 bits can be applied to values 
of a number of cells by setting (0000)=0, (0001)-1, (0010)= 
2, (00ll)-3, . . . , (1101)-13, (1110)=14, and (llll)-any 
number greater than or equal to 15. When such an encoding 
is used, there is an advantage in that the input information 
entered into the class management unit 12 can be 
compressed, and therefore the implementation of the class 
management unit 12 becomes simpler. 

By dealing with a total sum of numbers of cells in this 
manner, it is possible to simplify the implementation of the 
class management unit 12. Note here that the same transfer 
class command is to be notified to all the input buffers 10, 
so that there is no need for the class management unit 12 to 
recognize the individual input buffer 10. Consequently, there 
is an advantage in that complexity associated with the 
implementation of the cell multiplexing device is unchanged 
even when a number of input ports is increased. 

As for the algorithm to be used in the class management 
unit 12 in order to determine the transfer class command, the 
following algorithm can be used, for example. 

(1) Whether an underflow is caused in the class multi- 
plexing FIFO or not is judged according to a number of 
cells in class multiplexing FIFOs, and only when it is 
judged that there is a possibility for an underflow to be 
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caused, the transfer class command for preventing that are candidates for the transfer class command i s 

underflow is issued. Here, the underflow refers to a determined, and the transfer class command for this 

state in which a number of cells in the class multiplex- class is issued. 

ing FIFO becomes zero so that cells of the class by As described, according to the cell multiplexing device 

class cell storage unit that should normally be outputted 5 f or carrying out the priority control among classes in this 

cannot be outputted effectively. ^ embodiment, there is no need to distinguish classes at 

(2) Classes for which the cells are stored in the input th c 0Ut p U t buffer which requires a high throughput, so that 
buffers 10 are selected as candidates for the transfer me realization of the cell multiplexing device becomes 
class command according to a number of cells in cell easier even when a numb er of input ports is large, 
storage units for each class. 10 2 FaLf Queueing 

(3) When a transfer class command can be issued, a class Nexl> ^ re f e rence to FIG. 8, the second embodiment of 
with the highest priority level among the classes which a packet busier device and a packet transfer method 
are candidates for the transfer class command is accor dmg to me present mventionwiU be described in detail, 
determined, and the transfer class command for this ^ scajad embodiment is directed t0 a case of a cell 

c ass is issue . , , 15 multiplexing device for carrying out the per-VC fair 

Trie class management unit 12 can issue the transfer class J- b * ^ a m t of « basket » (or .. k , m 

command without directly accounting for a state of the f ^ J 

output buffer 11 and the backpressure signah For this reason, •^f 8hows an exernp i ary configuration of a ceU mul- 

there are cases m which the cell transfer 'broughput sped- ^ fof ^ m{ ,„* vc fair ei 

fied by the transfer class command exceeds the ceU I output 2Q ^ , o ^ embodiment . 

throughput of oeUs from the input buffers 10, and the class The ^ multiplexi ng device of nG . 8 comprises: a 

T U ^ e u U, 5 « ° 14 n ls 1 P rovrfed m °^ cr l ? ^P^y plurality of input buffers 210, respectively provided in 

absorb ^difference By learamg a numberof celb in class £ orrespondence P to a pluralily of mpu i ports #1 ^ #N , for 

multiplexing FIFOs the c ass management unit 12 carries storin cells enlered from the respective input 

out a control so that the ceU transfer throughput specified by 2J £ #1 £ m ^ aQ ou buffer m for multi lexilI 

the transfer class command does not exceed the cell output r n . . f „ tUjl • L llffBM . ha „„j 

c „ e *_ * i • cells outputted from the input butters 21U, and outputtmg 

throughput of ce lis from the input buffers 10 for a long time , r , M . . r . , . . i., f 

& F r & multiplexed cells to an output port, where the output cells of 

continuously. u the input buffers 210 are controlled by the backpressure 

Also, by learning a number of transferred cells for each . . . . . t . , „ 

r*ixy, vy ^<uiiiu B signal according to the congestion state in the output buffer 

class (x), that is, a total number of cells which are actually ^ ^ 

transferred from me cla^by class cell storageunits 13 to the " addM ^ ^ multi lexin device of mG 8 has , 

c ass mulaplexing FIFOs 14 at all the input buffers 10, the basket mana uni , 2n for ma m an output per- 

classmanagementunitncancarryoutmoreminutepnonty miUedce , Ise * In lhis secoixl embodimL, among the «lls 

control among classes. ....... stored in the input buffers 210, a set of cells which are 

In this case, for the algonthm to be used in the class 3$ perm i tted to te outputted (output permitted ceU set) will be 

management unit 12 in order to determine the transfer class £ fcrred ^ as a m . buffers 2W ^ ^ 

command, the following algonthm can be used, for output ^ from lhe basket 2 13. 

examp e. basket management unit 212 receives a number of 

(1) Whether an underflow is caused in the class multi- celIs mmin9d in the basket 213 as a number of cells within 
plextngFIFOornotisjudgedaccordmgtoanumberof ^ basket ^ determines a cell transfer command for the 
cells in class multiplexing FIFOs, and only when it is basket n3 from mis number according to a prescribed 
judged that there is a possibility for an underflow to be algorithril) and notifies the determined cell transfer corn- 
caused, the transfer class command for preventing that mand tQ aU me input buffefS 210 

underflow is issued. Here, the underflow refers to a According to the cell transfer command, the input buffers 

state id which a number of cells in the class multiplex- 4S 2U) Ms cdls of a next cel , ^ 214 to the 5askel 213 where 

ing FIFO becomes zero so that cells of the class by Ujc next cell ^ 214 contains ^ to be outputted by the 

class ceU storage unit that should normally be outputted idcntical timc among the cd]s stored in thc mput buffcrs 2 i 0 

cannot be outputted effectively. other than thosc ceUs which afC ^,.,3^ t0 be within thc 

(2) Classes for which the cells are stored in thc input basket 213. 

buffers 10 are selected as candidates for the transfer 50 By viewing the configuration of FIG. 8, as an output port 

class command according to a number of cells in cell portion of a cell switch, this second embodiment is equally 

storage units for each class. applicable to a cell switch as well. 

(3) A class which has a throughput higher than a pre- | n addition, the output buffer 211 shown in FIG. 8 may 
scribed throughput of that class according to a number have any desired configuration as long as it is possible to 
of transferred cells for each class is determined, and a S5 guarantee that the cells in the basket 213 can be outputted to 
priority level for issuing the transfer class command for the output port within a finite time under any conditions, 
that class is lowered according to how high the current p or example, it is possible to use a configuration which 
throughput is, or this class is removed from the candi- oas n0 buffer at all, but which has a function to arbitrate cells 
dates for the transfer class command. m lne basket 213 at a time of outputting cells to the output 

(4) Aclass which has a throughput lower than a prescribed 60 port. It is also possible to use a configuration shown in FIG. 
throughput of that class according to a number of 6 or FIG. 7 described above. 

transferred cells for each class is determined, and a Note that, in a case of a configuration of FIG. 7, the 

priority level for issuing the transfer class command for backpressure generation unit 20 may be provided inside the 

that class is raised according to how low the current basket management unit 212 instead of being provided 

throughput is. 65 inside the output buffer 17 as shown in FIG. 7. 

(5) When a transfer class command can be issued, a class According to the cell multiplexing device for carrying out 
with the highest priority level among the classes which the per-VC fair queueing in this second embodiment, the 
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output buffer which requires a high throughput has a simple fairly among VCs through a plurality of input buffers 210. 

configuration, so that the realization of the cell multiplexing By transferring cells within the basket 213 with priority over 

device becomes easier. Here, there is a need for the input cells outside the basket 213, it is possible to transfer cells to 

buffers to manage cells by using a basket, but the input the output buffer 211 fairly among VCs through a plurality 

buffer only requires a low throughput, so that the easy 5 of input buffers 210. 

realization of the cell multiplexing device is still possible. When the output buffer 211 has a configuration in which 

Now, the configuration of the cell multiplexing device of it is possible to output cells entered from the basket 213 

FIG. 8 will be described in further detail. within a certain time under any conditions, cells transferred 

A number of cells within basket which is entered into the to the basket 213 fairly among VCs will be outputted from 

basket management unit 212 can be a total sum of numbers 10 the output port with a delay jitter equal to that certain time, 

of cells within the basket 213 at all the input buffers 210. FIG. 8 shows an exemplary state in which two VCs, one 

Here, a calculation of a total sum may be carried out either VC and three VCs are queued into the input buffers 210 for 

inside or outside the basket management unit 212. the input ports #1, #2 and #N, respectively. When the 

The number of cells information is then compared with a weights of all VCs are equal, by carrying out the per- VC fair 

relatively small threshold value in the class management 15 queueing, the outputs from the input buffers 210 for the 

unit 12. Whether this threshold value is given as a fixed input ports #1, #2 and #N must have a ratio of 2:1:3 in this 

value or a dynamically variable value depends on the case. In the cell multiplexing device of this second 

algorithm used in the basket management unit 212. In a case embodiment, by means of the cell transfer command for the 

of using the threshold value given as a fixed value, it is also basket 213 which is notified to all the input buffers 210 from 

possible to enter a comparison result into the basket man- 20 the basket management unit 212, cells within the basket 213 

agement unit 212, instead of the number of cells informa- have a ratio of 2:1:3 among the input buffers 210 for the 

tion. input ports #1, #2 and #N, so that eventually the outputs 

Also, when values greater than a certain value have no from the output buffer 211 also have a ration of 2:1:3. 

effect on the processing of the basket management unit 212, As for a method for entering cells into the basket 213, the 

this fact can be utilized to encode values by assigning one 25 following two methods are available, 

code for all these values greater than a certain value. For One method is a method in which cells entered into the 

instance, the encoding using 4 bits can be applied to values input buffers 210 are not entered into the basket 213 imme- 

of a number of cells by setting (0000)=1, (0001)=1, (0010)= diately even when a condition for entering cells into the 

2, (0011)-3, . . . , (1101)-13, (1110)-14, and (llll)-any basket 213 is satisfied. In this method, cells are transferred 

number greater than or equal to 15. When such an encoding 30 to the basket 213 only when the cell transfer command is 

is used, there is an advantage in that the input information issued from the basket management unit 212. By this 

entered into the basket management unit 212 can be method, a number of cells within basket decreases except 

compressed, and therefore the implementation of the basket when the the basket management unit 212 issues the cell 

management unit 212 becomes simpler. transfer command. 

By dealing with a total sum of numbers of cells in this 35 Another method is a method in which cells entered into 

manner, it is possible to simplify the implementation of the the input buffers 210 are entered into the basket 213 imme- 

basket management unit 212. Note here that the same cell diately whenever a condition for entering cells into the 

transfer command for basket is to be notified to all the input basket 213 is satisfied. Namely, a VC which transferred Nx 

buffers 210, so that there is no need for the basket manage- pieces of cells to the basket 213 at a t imin g of the cell 

ment unit 212 to recognize the individual input buffer 210. 40 transfer command cannot enter cells into the basket 213 until 

Consequently, there is an advantage in that complexity a next cell transfer command is issued, whereas a VC which 

associated with the implementation of the cell multiplexing did not transfer cells to the basket 213 or a VC which 

device is unchanged even when a number of input ports is transferred only less than Nx pieces of cells to the basket 213 

increased. at a timing of the cell transfer command can enter cells into 

As for the algorithm to be used in the basket management 45 the basket 213 up to Nx pieces of cells in total even when 

unit 212 in order to determine the cell transfer command for the cell transfer command is not issued. By this method, a 

basket, the following algorithm can be used, for example. number of cells within basket may increase during a period 

Namely, whether an underflow is caused for cells within between one cell transfer command and another cell transfer 

the basket 213 or not is judged according to a number of command, but will be reduced at a stage where nearly all 

cells within basket Nk, and only when it is judged that there 50 active VCs transferred Nx pieces of cells, 

is a possibility for an underflow to be caused, the cell Note that this second embodiment can be operated effec- 

transfer command for preventing that underflow is issued. tively by using either one of these two methods for entering 

Here, the underflow refers to a state in which a number of cells into the basket 213. 

cells within the basket 213 becomes zero so that cells of the A congestion state in the cell multiplexing device of this 

input buffers 210 that should normally be outputted cannot 55 second embodiment can be judged by monitoring an infor- 

be outputted effectively. mation which varies in accordance with the traffic for each 

In response to the cell transfer command for the basket VC in a prescribed manner. Then, according to this conges- 

213, the input buffers 210 adds cells of the next cell set 214 uon state judgement, the traffic control information for each 

to the basket 213. For example, in a case of carrying out the VC can be notified to the terminals, 

per- VC fair queueing which are weighted by a weight Nx set 60 Here, the variable information to be monitored may 

up for each VC, the next cell set 214 contains cells to be include a number of stored cells, a number of input cells per 

outputted by the identical time, which are Nx pieces of unit time and its relationship with its target value, or a time 

oldest cells for each VC among the cells stored in each input required for entering a prescribed number of cells and its 

buffer 210 other than those cells which are within the basket relationship with its target value, for example. A VC to be 

213. 65 judged as congested is a VC for which a number of stored 

The same cell transfer command is notified to all the input cells is large, a VC for which a number of input cells per unit 

buffers 210, so that cells are entered into the basket 213 time is much larger than its target value, or a VC for which 
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a time required for entering a prescribed number of cells is The read pointers are buffer pointers which are outputted 

much shorter than its target value. from a head cell group of the output waiting cell group FIFO 

The traffic control information can be notified to the 232b. 

terminals by marking the EFCI provided in a header of a cell For example, suppose that the weights of all VCs are 

in the VC which is congested, or by rewriting an RM cell 5 equal Cells in a head cell group of the cell group FIFO » 232a 

which is passing through. bead cells of queues for the ns P^ n \^^ x ^ t ^ 

As described, according to the cell multiplexing device cells in the output waiting cell group FffO 2326). Cells in 

for carrying out the per-VC fair queueing in this second ^ second cell group from a head in the ceil group FIFO 

u j* . .u • * *». ~u~. t ~r 232a are second cells of queues for the respective VCs, and 

embodiment, the output throughput of each input buffer is oq fof (he ^ and s ^ b ^ ' In a case of 

adjusted by controffing cells entered into the output permit- w ^ lhesc ^ cells « outputted sequentially from 

ted cell set called basket, so that the per-VC fair queueing fc^d * ell group of the ^ group nF0 ^ ^ that ^ 

can be realized, and it becomes possible to realize the afe going tQ be outputled fairly among V Cs. 

robustness in the ABR service and the fairness in the UBR When 0 f a new VC are arriving at this cell buffer 

service. device, these cells are entered into a head cell group of the 

3. Cell Buffer Device Using Cell Group FIFO 15 ce j] group FIFO 232a, and outputted with priority over the 

Next, with reference to FIG. 9 to FIG. 11, the third second and subsequent cells of queues for the other VCs. 

embodiment of a packet transfer device and a packet transfer In this manner, according to the cell buffer device of this 

method according to the present invention will be described third embodiment, it is possible to carry out the per-VC fair 

in detail. This third embodiment is directed to a case of a cell queueing while there is no need to carry out the search 

buffer device for carrying out the per-VC fair queueing, by 20 operation which is required in the prior art device of FIG. 4 

using cell group FIFO. at a time of cell input or cell output. 

FIG. 9 shows an exemplary configuration of a cell buffer The cell group FIFO 232a of this cell buffer device of the 

device for carrying out the per-VC fair queueing according third embodiment can be realized by a pointer chain scheme 

to this third embodiment. or a ring buffer scheme, for example. 

In the cell buffer device of FIG. 9, a connection ID 25 Next, the data structure used in the cell buffer device of 

information of a cell entered from an input link is notified to FIG. 9 in this third embodiment will be described, 

a buffer pointer management unit 230, a cell is temporarily FIG. 10 and FIG. 11 show an exemplary data structure for 

stored in a cell buffer 231 according to a write pointer realizing the cell buffer device of FIG. 9 by using the pointer 

indicating a writing position of a cell which is obtained from chain scheme. 

the buffer pointer management unit 230, a cell is read out 30 This data structure generally comprises a VC table 250, 

from the cell buffer 231 according to a read pointer indi- the cell group FIFO 232a, the output waiting cell group 

eating a cell to be read out which is obtained from the buffer FIFO 232fc, and an idle buffer pointer chain 251 as shown in 

pointer management unit 230, and a read out cell is output- FIG. 10, and an idle cell group chain 252 as shown in FIG. 

ted to an output link. 11. 

The buffer pointer management unit 230 manages buffer 35 In addition, a cell group FIFO management data 253 for 

pointers indicating positions of stored cells on the cell buffer managing the cell group FIFO 232a, and an output waiting 

231. This buffer management unit 230 includes: a cell group cell group FIFO management data 254 for managing the 

FIFO 232a for managing a plurality of cell groups, each of output waiting cell group FIFO 2326 are provided, 

which is a set of buffer pointers, in a FIFO manner; an output Each one of the cell groups and the idle buffer pointer 

waiting cell group FIFO 2326, a cell group selection unit 40 chain 251 is provided in a form of a chain of buffer pointers, 

233, and an idle buffer pointer management unit 234. while each of the cell group FIFO 232a and the idle cell 

At a time of cell input, in the buffer pointer management group chain 252 is provided in a form of a chain of cell 

unit 230, idle buffer pointers are obtained from the idle group management data 255. 

buffer pointer management unit 234 and set as the write For the output waiting cell group FIFO 2326, a list of 

pointers, while the cell group selection unit 233 issues a cell 45 pointers (Ptrl, Ptr2, Ptr3, etc.) for pointing the cell groups is 

group command for commanding the cell group FIFO 232a provided in the output waiting cell group FIFO management 

to enter as many buffer pointers as determined according to data 254. 

a weight prescribed for each VC, sequentially from a head Note that it is also possible to provide the cell group FIFO 

cell group in the cell group FIFO 232a. In response, the cell 232a and the output waiting cell group FIFO 232b by the 

group FIFO 232a enters the write pointers into the specified 50 ring buffer scheme. 

cell groups according to the cell group command. When cells are entered, it is necessary to determine the 

At a time of cell output, a cell group is outputted from a cell group into which the write pointers for a VC taken out 

head of the cell group FIFO 232a if required; and buffer from the idle buffer pointer chain 251 are to be entered. To 

pointers contained in those cell groups are outputted and set this end, a region in the VC table 250 corresponding to that 

as read pointers, while these read pointers are returned to the 55 VC is read out first. In the VC table 250, Nx indicates a 

idle buffer pointer management unit 234. weight of each VC, Nc indicates a working variable for each 

FIG. 9 shows a configuration suitable for a case in which VC, Qlen indicates a number of stored cells for each VC, and 

there is a possibility for having more than one cell groups Ptr indicates a pointer to the cell group in which the tail cell 

which are awaiting for output. These cell groups which are of each VC is stored. 

outputted from the cell group FIFO 232a are entered into the 60 First, Qlen is checked to see whether cells of that VC are 

output waiting cell group FIFO 232b. currently stored in the cell buffer device or not. When Qlen 

The cell group in the output waiting cell group FIFO 232b is equal to zero, the write pointers for that VC are entered 

is a cell group which is permitted to be outputted by some into the head cell group of the cell group FIFO 232a. Even 

external management unit of the cell buffer 231. For when Qlen is greater than or equal to 1, as long as Ptr is 

example, this cell group can be corresponding to the basket 65 pointing to the cell group in the output waiting cell group 

213 shown in FIG. 8 for the second embodiment described FIFO 232fr, the write pointers for that VC are entered into 

above. the head cell group of the cell group FIFO 232a. 
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Otherwise, Nc is updated to Nc+1.0, and the updated Nc 
is compared with Nx. When Nx is greater than or equal to 
the updated Nc, the write pointers for that VC are entered 
into a cell group pointed by Ptr. When Nx is less than the 
updated Nc, the write pointers for that VC are entered into 5 
a cell group next to a cell group pointed by Ptr. 

Here, a procedure for updating Nc when a cell is entered 
is as follows. As described above, in a case of entering the 
buffer pointers for that VC into the head cell group of the cell 
group FIFO 232a for the first time, Nc is set as Nc:-1.0. 10 
Otherwise, Nc is updated as Nc:=Nc+1.0. As a result of this 
updating, if Nx^Nc, the buffer pointers are entered into that 
cell group, whereas if Nx<Nc, the buffer pointers are entered 
into a next cell group in the cell group FIFO 232a while Nc 
is further rewritten as Nc:=Nc-Nx (so that 0 <Nc^Nx). is 

When it becomes necessary to enter the buffer pointers 
into a next cell group of the last cell group in the cell group 
FIFO 232a, the cell group management data 255 is taken out 
from a head of the idle cell group chain 252 and entered at 
a tail of the cell group FIFO 232a, and then the buffer 20 
pointers are entered into that cell group. 

The output waiting cell group FIFO management data 254 
has pointers Ptrl, Ptr2, Ptr3, etc. for pointing the cells groups 
in a form of a shift register. The FIFO of the cell group 
pointed by Ptrl is at a head, and the buffer pointers outputted 25 
from this cell group are set as the read pointers. The read 
pointers are then entered at a tail of the idle buffer pointer 
chain 251. When the buffer pointers for the cell group 
pointed by Ptrl become empty, that cell group is entered at 
a tail of the idle cell group chain 252. Then, for all n for 30 
which n^2, Ptr(n) is shifted to Ptr(n-1), while the buffer 
pointers are outputted from the cell group which is pointed 
by a new Ptrl. 

As described above, when a cell is entered, it is necessary 
to judge whether Ptr of the VC table 250 is pointing to the 35 
output waiting cell group or not. Consequently, it is neces- 
sary for the output waiting cell group FIFO management 
data 254 to have a structure on which the search can be 
carried out easily. 

In a case of newly transferring the cell group from the cell 40 
group FIFO 232a to the output waiting cell group FIFO 
2326, a number of cell groups in the output waiting cell 
group FIFO management data 254 is incremented to m, and 
Ptr(m) is set to point to the cell group outputted from the cell 
group FIFO 232a. 45 

Note that, the cell buffer device of this third embodiment 
is also easily applicable to an input buffer using a concept of 
basket shown in FIG. 8 for the second embodiment 
described above. In such a case, the output waiting cell 
group FIFO 232b corresponds to the basket. so 

As described, according to the cell buffer device for 
carrying out the per-VC fair queueing in this third 
embodiment, there is no need to carry out a processing to 
search through the VC table, and therefore the cell buffer 
device can be realized easily without being affected by an 55 
upper limit of a number of VCs that can be set up. 
4. Weighted Per-flow Fair Queueing 

Next, with reference to FIG. 12 and FIG. 13, the fourth 
embodiment of a packet transfer device and a packet transfer 
method according to the present invention will be described 60 
in detail. This fourth embodiment is directed to a case of a 
packet buffer device for carrying out the per-flow fair 
queueing. 

In the above, the cell buffer device for carrying out the 
per-VC fair queueing has been described for a case of 65 
handling cells which are fixed length packets. In a case of a 
packet buffer device which is capable of handling packets of 
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different lengths simultaneously, it is also possible to output 
the entered packets fairly according to the weights set up for 
different flows as follows. 

Here, the flows are sets of packets which are identified by 
certain criteria, which include the following examples. 
Flows as used in the IP network (which are identified by 
a transmission source address, a transmission source 
port, a destination address, and a destination port), or 
VCCs or VPCs as used in the ATM network. 
Different service classes (guaranteed, controlled-load, 
best-effort, etc.) in the IP network, or service categories 
(CBR, VBR, ABR, etc.) in the ATM network. 
Different protocols (TCP/IP, DECnet, SNA, AppIeTalk, 
etc.). 

Different applications (ftp, telnet, etc.). 

Different organizations sharing the same packet buffer 
device (company by company, etc.). 

By treating these as different flows in the packet buffer 
device, their traffics can be separated from each other in this 
fourth embodiment. 

First, with reference to FIG. 12, the general fair queueing 
with weights among flows will be described. 

In this case, the packet buffer device aims to output 
packets stored in the device fairly according to the weights 
of their flows. Here, the operation is easier to comprehended 
when a FIFO for each flow as shown in FIG. 12 is consid- 
ered. FIG. 12 shows three queues (FIFOs) for three flows 
(flow-1, flow-2 and flow-3), and each queue stores packets 
of various lengths. In FIG. 12, a numerical value assigned to 
each packet indicates a length of each packet in bytes. 

A processing to be carried out when a packet is entered 
into this packet buffer device is to judge the flow to which 
the entered packet belongs and store the entered packet into 
a queue for that flow. 

On the other hand, the packets must be outputted fairly 
among flows, and an order of queues from which packets are 
to be outputted is an important factor. Here, one exemplary 
scheme will be described for an exemplary state shown in 
FIG, 12. Here, for the sake of simplifying the explanation, 
the weights of all the flows are assumed to be equal. Also, 
a unit for establishing fairness is assumed to be set 500 bytes 
in this example. 

First, a total 500 bytes part of packets including a packet 
in a length of 300 bytes and a packet in a length of 200 bytes 
are outputted from a head of the queue for the flow-1. Next, 
two packets in a length of 250 bytes each are outputted 
consecutively from a head of the queue for the flow-2. Then, 
a packet in a length of 500 bytes is outputted from a head of 
the queue for the flow-3. By outputting packets in this 
manner, the packets for 500 bytes part are outputted from 
each flow at this point, so that it can be said that the packets 
are outputted fairly. The output of the packets for 500 bytes 
part from each flow is subsequently repeated, starting from 
the flow-1 again. In this manner, the packets can be output- 
ted fairly among the flows. 

Note that, in the above scheme, the packet output is fair 
in each 500 bytes unit, but the packet output is not neces- 
sarily fair in a smaller unit. However, it is known that the 
realization of the strict fairness requires a very large pro- 
cessing power to the packet buffer device, and the fairness 
at a level described above is often considered sufficient in 
practice. 

Now, a number of flows is three in the above description, 
but when the packet buffer device handles a huge number of 
flows, how to search the flows which store packets in the 
queues and how to output the packets fairly can be problems. 
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This fourth embodiment resolve these problems by using a judged by referring to the stored amount of that flow in the 

concept of a packet group. flow table 300 according to the flow ID information, and 

In this fourth embodiment, the queues of all the flows are check if it is equal to zero or not. When the packets of that 

segmented into segments of a constant length such as Z, A, flow are not currently stored, the input packet 350 is entered 

B, C and D as indicated in FIG. 12. 5 into the head packet group (packet group A in FIG. 13) of the 

At this point, it is noted that the fair packet output can be packet group FIFO 320. 

realized by outputting the packets in units of these segments. £ VCD when the stored amount is greater than zero, as long 

In this fourth embodiment, packets in each segment are as ptf ^ porting t0 the output waiting packet group (packet 

managed together as a group called packet group. In one group z in FIG me mput pa^et 350 is entered into the 

packet group, packets of a plurality of flows are mixedly 1Q head packet group A of ^ packet group prpo 32 o. 

present. Otherwise, the packet group is determined according the 

The packet output .s realized by first outputting the N ^ ptf 

packets of a packet group Z which is closest to the output r V ^ ^ £ of ^ 

side and next outputting the packets of a packet group A. fof * fl(jw ^ Nx is ^ 

Similarly, the packets of the packet groups B, C and D are *** & J v & k . 

sequentially outputted thereafter. In this manner, the packet " Jo » value grater than or equal to the maximum packet 

buffer device of this fourth embodiment can output the length or. that How 

packets fairly among flows. Nc is used to indicate a remaining amount of packets that 

Now, for the flow-3, a packet of 350 bytes is stored next can be entered by that flow into the packet group pointed by 

to a packet of 400 bytes in the segment B of FIG. 12. In an Ptr, by calculating Nx-Nc. When Nx-Nc§(input packet 

example of FIG. 12, the upper limit for the packets belong- 20 length), the input packet 350 is entered into the packet group 

ing to the same segment is set to be 500 bytes, so that a pointed by Ptr, whereas when Nx-Nc<(input packet length), 

packet of 400 bytes and a packet of 350 bytes cannot be the input packet 350 is entered into a next packet group of 

included in the same segment B if the packet is not to be the packet group pointed by Ptr on the packet group FIFO 

divided inside the packet buffer device. Yet, if a packet of 320. 

350 bytes which arrived to the packet buffer device later is 25 When the packet group is determined, values of Nc and 

not entered into the segment B, the segment B is going to Ptr are updated next. When the first packet for that flow is 

have a gap of 100 bytes. The handling of such a case will be entered into the head packet group of the packet group FIFO 

described in detail below. 320, Nc is updated to Nc:=(input packet length). Otherwise, 

Next, with reference to FIG. 13, one example of the Nc is updated to Nc:-Nc+(input packet length). As a result 

packet buffer device in this fourth embodiment will be 30 of this updating, if Nx<Nc, the Nc is further rewritten into 

described in further detail. Nc:=Nc-Nx (so that 0<Nc^Nx). Ptr is updated to a pointer 

The packet buffer device of this fourth embodiment has to the packet group into which the input packet 350 is 

packet groups 310, a packet group FIFO 320, a flow table entered. 

300, and an output waiting packet group 330. In this fourth embodiment, no two packet groups are 

The packet group 310 is a group of stored packets as 35 going to manage the same one packet. Consequently, when 

described above. In FIG. 13, A, B, C and D are packet the input packet length exceeds Nx-Nc, the input packet 350 

groups. Packets belonging to each packet group 310 are is entered into a next packet group of the packet group 

ordered, so that the packet group 310 functions as a FIFO pointed by Ptr. However, in the calculation of Nc, one packet 

structure. is divided into two packet groups. In other words, Nc is 

As shown in FIG. 13, this fourth embodiment manages 40 updated to Nc:=Nc+(input packet length), and if there is a 

the packet groups 310 by using a FIFO, where each packet portion exceeding Nx, then Nc-Nx is set as Nc of the next 

group 310 itself is a FIFO of packets. Here, a FIFO of the packet group. By means of this algorithm, Nx packets are 

packet groups 310 will be referred to as a packet group FIFO going to be belonging to one packet group on average. 

320. Now, the packet input operation in an exemplary case 

The flow table 300 stores information for each flow, 45 shown in FIG. 13 will be described, 

where Nx indicates a weight set for each flow, Nc indicates FIG. 13 shows a situation in which the input packet in a 

a working variable for each flow, a stored amount indicates length of 250 bytes for the flow-1 has arrived at the packet 

a total amount of stored packets for each flow, and Ptr buffer device. At this point, Ptr of the flow- 1 is pointing to 

indicates a pointer to a packet group to which a last arrived the packet group B. In updating the flow table 300, Nc is 

packet of each flow belongs. Here, the stored amount is 50 updated to Nc:-Nc+(input packet length)-200+250-450 

provided for the purpose of indicating whether the packets according to the above described procedure. This value is 

of each flow are stored in the packet buffer device or not, and less than Nx, so that this input packet is entered into the 

given by a total number of bytes of the stored packets of each packet group B pointed by Ptr. 

flow which is held as a variable to which an input packet If the packet length of the input packet for the flow-1 is 

length is to be added at a time of packet input and from 55 not 250 bytes but 350 bytes, Nc is updated to Nc:=200-»- 

which an output packet length is to be subtracted at a time 350-550 which is exceeding Nx. Consequently, Nc is fur- 

of packet output. ther updated to Nc:=Nc-Nx«550-500«50, and the input 

The output waiting packet group 330 is a packet group packet is entered into the next packet group C of the packet 

outputted from the packet group FIFO 320 (which is a group B pointed by Ptr. Then, Ptr is changed to the packet 

packet group Z in FIG. 13). At a time of outputting packets 60 group C. 

from the packet buffer device, packets belonging to the The packet group FIFO 320 is the first-in first-out queue 

output waiting packet group 320 are to be outputted. in which a number of queued packet groups can be increases 

When an input packet 350 is entered, it is necessary to as many as necessary. For example, in FIG. 13, if a packet 

determine a packet group 310 to which this input packet 350 in a length of 400 for the flow-2 arrives, an empty packet 

is to be entered. 65 group (packet group E in FIG. 13) will be added next to the 

First, whether packets of that flow are currently stored in packet group D, and this input packet will be entered into 
the packet buffer device or not is checked. This can be that packet group E. 
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As described, the processing required at a time of packet 
input is to change the corresponding entry in the flow table 
300, enter the input packet 350 into the packet group 310, 
and add an empty packet group to the packet group FIFO 
320 if necessary. This processing at a time of packet input 
can be carried out without searching through the flow table 
300 over a plurality of flows, and therefore a level of 
complexity of the processing remains unchanged even when 
a number of flows is increased. 

On the other hand, the processing required at a lime of 
packet output is even simpler. Namely, it suffices to simply 
output the packet from the output waiting packet group. 
According to the need, the output of the packet group from 
the packet group FIFO 320 is to be carried before that. This 
processing at a time of packet output can also be carried out 
without searching through the flow table 300 over a plurality 
of flows, and therefore a level of complexity of the process- 
ing remains unchanged even when a number of flows is 
increased. 

As described above, a weight Nx of each flow indicates an 
average amount of packets per one packet group for that 
flow. In the packet buffer device of this fourth embodiment, 
the packets are outputted in units of packet groups, so that 
the output throughput of each flow is proportional to Nx. 

According to the packet buffer device of this fourth 
embodiment, there is not need to carry out the processing to 
search through the flow table, and therefore the packet buffer 
device for carrying out the weighted fair queueing while 
handling variable length packets can be realized easily 
without being affected by an upper limit of a number of 
flows that can be set up. 

Each packet group in this fourth embodiment manages the 
packets in their arrival order. In other words, the output order 
of the packets belonging to the same packet group is going 
to be the arrival order throughout the entire flows. This 
property has an effect of reducing the delay jitter of the 
packets. 

Also, compared with the conventional DRR algorithm 
describe above, the packet buffer device of this fourth 
embodiment can realize the selection of the output cell for 
the purpose of the per-VC fair queueing at high speed even 
when a number of VCs is increased, and in addition, the 
burstiness of the output traffic is not increased even when the 
weight values become large. Note that the burstiness does 
not increase in this fourth embodiment because, at a time of 
managing the entered packets in a set (packet group), the 
packets are managed within each set regardless of the flows 
(VCs), and at a time of outputting the packets from each set 
(packet group), the packets are outputted regardless of the 
flows (VCs). 

5. A Number of Cells Information Correction Accounting for 
Delays 

Next, with references to FIG. 14 to FIG. 16, the fifth 
embodiment of a packet transfer device and a packet transfer 
method according to the present invention will be described 
in detail. This fifth embodiment is directed to a case of a cell 
buffer device for carrying out the priority control among 
classes, which corrects a number of cells information in 
order to account for delays. 

FIG. 14 shows an exemplary configuration of a cell buffer 
device for correcting a number of cells information accord- 
ing to this fifth embodiment. 

The cell buffer device of FIG. 14 generally comprises: a 
cell buffer network 400 in which more than one cell buffers 
B (Ba, Bb, etc.) are connected in a plurality of stages (two 
stages in FIG. 14), and a management unit 401 for receiving 
a number of cells information from the cell buffer B and 
issuing a transfer command to the cell buffer B. 
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The management unit 401 has a feature of holding a 
transfer command log 402 therein, which is used at a time 
of determining a new transfer command. 

Since a time at which the cell buffer B sent a number of 

5 cells information to the management unit 401 until a time at 
which a transfer command determined by the management 
unit 401 acts on that cell buffer B, the management unit 401 
determines a number of transfer commands acting on that 
cell buffer B from the transfer command log 402, and 

10 determines a new transfer command according to that num- 
ber of transfer commands and a number of cells information 
from that cell buffer B. 

Next, with references to FIG. 15 and FIG. 16, the opera- 
tion to correct a number of cells information in the cell 

15 buffer device of FIG. 14 in order to account for delays will 
be described. 

In FIG. 15, cells entered from input links #1 and #2 are 
temporarily stored in cell buffers Bal and Ba2 of the front 
stage, respectively. According to the transfer commands 

20 from the management unit 401, cells are transferred to a cell 
buffer Bb of the back stage, and outputted from the cell 
buffer Bb to an output link. 

The management unit 401 receives a number of cells Na2 
of the cell buffer Ba2 and a number of cells Nb of the cell 

25 buffer Bb, and issues transfer commands to the cell buffers 
Bal and Ba2. 

Now, let D be delay in cell cycle caused while a number 
of cell information from the cell buffer Ba2 arrives at the 
management unit 401, a transfer command is determined 

30 according to this number of cell information and issued to 
the cell buffer Ba2, and a number of cells in the cell buffer 
Ba2 changes in response to that transfer command. In 
addition, for the sake of simplicity, it is assumed that the 
same cell cycle D also gives a delay caused while a number 

35 of cell information from the cell buffer Bb arrives at the 
management unit 401, a transfer command is determined 
according to this number of cell information and issued to 
the cell buffer Bal or Ba2, and a number of cells in the cell 
buffer Bb changes as cells are transferred from the cell buffer 

40 Bal or Ba2 to the-cell buffer Bb in response to that transfer 
command. 

Here, the cell buffers Bal and Ba2 of FIG. 15 can be 
considered as corresponding to the class-1 cell storage unit 
500-1 and the class-2 cell storage unit 500-2 of FIG. 17, 
45 respectively, while the cell buffer Bb of FIG. 15 can be 
considered as corresponding to the cell multiplexing FIFO 
510 of FIG. 17, so that the cell buffer device of FIG. 15 can 
be considered as a device for carrying out the priority control 
among classes. 

50 The policies governing the cell transfer among the cell 
buffers Bal, Ba2 and Bb are the same as those described 
above for a case of FIG. 17. Namely, in order to improve the 
performance of the priority control in this cell buffer device 
of FIG. 15, it is necessary to keep a number of cells stored 

55 in the cell buffer Bb small, but in order not to lower the 
throughput, it is necessary to command the transfer so that 
the cell buffer Bb will not become empty as much as 
possible (that is, so as not to cause the underflow in the cell 
buffer Bb). In addition, it is necessary to avoid the vain- 

60 command (that is, to issue the transfer command with 
respect to the cell buffer Ba2 only when a stored cell exists 
in the cell buffer Ba2). 

Suppose now that a number of cells information Na2 
outputted from the cell buffer Ba2 at a time l2 arrives at the 

65 management unit 401, the management unit 401 issues the 
transfer command at a time t3, and cells are outputted from 
the cell buffer Ba2 according to that transfer command at a 
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lime t4. Here, an information that the management unit 401 
needs to know is a number of cells in the cell buffer Ba2 at 
a time t4 at which the transfer command actually acts on the 
cell buffer Ba2. This timing is indicated by a blank dot in the 
timing chart of FIG. 16. 

When the cell buffer Ba2 received the transfer command 
Ma2 times during a period between t2 and t4 (that is, a cell 
cycle D), the cell buffer Ba2 outputted Ma2 cells during this 
period, so that a number of cells in the cell buffer Ba2 is 
Na2-Ma2, assuming that no cell is entered into the cell 
buffer Ba2 during this period. 

Normally, a transmission delay for the transfer command 
from the management unit 401 to the cell buffer Ba2 is 
constant, so that a number of transfer commands Ma2 
received by the cell buffer Ba2 is equal to a number of 
transfer commands outputted by the management unit 301 
during a period between tl and t3, where t4-t2=D=t3~tl. 
Consequently, by learning a number of transfer commands 
Ma2 from the transfer command log 402, a number of cells 
decreased in the cell buffer Ba2 during a period between t2 
and t4 can be determined accurately. 

The similar consideration also applies to the cell buffer 
Bb, so that a number of cells increased in the cell buffer Bb 
during a period between t2 and t4 (due to cells transferred 
from the cell buffer Ba2) can be determined accurately. 

The management unit 401 cannot know a number of cells 
entered into the cell buffer Ba2 during a period between t2 
and t4. However, in order to avoid the vain-command with 
respect to the cell buffer Ba2, a number of cells in the cell 
buffer Ba2 should be estimated rather smaller, so that it can 
be safely assumed that there is no cell input from the input 
link to the cell buffer Ba2 during a period between t2 and t4. 

Also, the management unit 401 cannot know a number of 
cells outputted from the cell buffer Bb during a period 
between t2 and t4. However, in order to avoid causing the 
underflow in the cell buffer Bb, a number of cells in the cell 
buffer Bb should be estimated rather smaller, so that it can 
be safely assumed that cells are continuously outputted from 
the cell buffer Bb during a period between t2 and t4 (it is 
assumed that D cells are outputted during the cell cycle D). 
In addition, a number of cells entered from the cell buffer 
Bal to the cell buffer Bb is also assumed to be zero. 

In summary, a corrected number of cells Na2' in the cell 
buffer Ba2 and a corrected number of cells Nb' in the cell 
buffer Bb can be expressed as: 

NaV-Nal+Q-Mal y 

Consequently, the condition by which the management unit 
401 issues the transfer command to the cell buffer Ba2 can 
be given by: 

{Nb'&Th) and [NaV>G) t 

while the condition for the transfer command to the cell 
buffer Bal can be given by: 

(Nb'STli) and £Va2'S0). 

Here, a threshold Th is normally set equal to "1". 

By correcting a number of cells information in this 
manner, it becomes possible to command the transfer while 
avoiding the underflow or the vain-command as much as 
possible. 

Note that this scheme for correcting a number of cells 
information can be easily adapted to the cell multiplexing 
device for carrying out the priority control among classes 
such as that of the first embodiment described above. 
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Moreover, this scheme for correcting a number of cells 
information can also be easily adapted to the cell multiplex- 
ing device for carrying out the per-VC fair queueing such as 
that of the second embodiment described above. 
5 As described, according to this fifth embodiment, in a cell 
buffer device in which a delay exists between the cell buffers 
and the management unit for managing the cell buffers, a 
number of cells information transmitted from the cell buffer 
is corrected to a number of cells for a time at which the 
transfer command actually acts on the cell buffer by using 
the transfer command log at a time of determining the 
transfer command, so that lowering of the performance due 
to the delay can be suppressed. 

It is to be noted that, besides those already mentioned 
above, many modifications and variations of the above 
15 embodiments may be made without departing from the 
novel and advantageous features of the present invention. 
Accordingly, all such modifications and variations are 
intended to be included within the scope of the appended 
claims. 
20 What is claimed is: 

1. A packet transfer device, comprising: 

a plurality of input buffers for temporarily storing packets 

belonging to a plurality of classes; 
a control unit for controlling the input buffers; and 
25 at least one output port for transferring packets outputted 
from the input buffers; 
wherein each input buffer has a plurality of packet storage 
units each configured to temporarily store entered pack- 
ets class by class such that the entered packets of 
30 different classes are stored separately in each input 
buffer, and an output unit configured to output packets 
of a selected class specified by the control unit from the 
packet storage units toward the output port; and 
the control unit is configured to determine the selected 
35 class of packets to be outputted from the input buffers 
according to a packet storage state for each class of 
packets stored in the packet storage units of all the input 
buffers, and issues a command specifying the selected 
class to the input buffers. 
40 2. The device of claim 1, wherein each packet storage unit 
of each input buffer is formed by a FIFO memory. 

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the packet storage state 
indicates a total number of packets in each class which are 
stored in the packet storage units of all the input buffers. 
45 4. The device of claim 1, further comprising: 

an output buffer connected with the output port for 
temporarily storing packets outputted from the input 
buffers, 

wherein the output unit of each input buffer outputs 
50 packets of the selected classes toward the output port 
according to a packet storage state in the output buffer. 
5. The device of claim 4, wherein the output buffer 
provides a backpressure signal indicating the packet storage 
state in the output buffer to the input buffers. 
55 6. The device of claim 1, wherein the output unit of each 
input buffer multiplexes packets outputted from the packet 
storage units and outputs multiplexed packets toward the 
output port, and the control unit determines the selected 
class according to the packet storage state for each class of 
60 packets stored in the packet storage units of all the input 
buffers and a packet multiplexing state in the output units of 
all the input buffers. 

7. The device of claim 6, wherein the output unit of each 
input buffer is formed by a FIFO memory. 
65 8. The device of claim 6, wherein the packet multiplexing 
state indicates a total number of packets multiplexed in the 
output units of all the input buffers. 
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9. The device of claim 1, wherein the control unit deter- 
mines the selected class according to the packet storage state 
for each class of packets stored in the packet storage units of 
all the input buffers, and a total number of packets in each 
class which are actually transferred from the packet storage 
units to the output units in all the input buffers. 

10. The device of claim 1, wherein each input buffer 
selects packets to be outputted from the packet storage units 
so that packets are transferred as evenly as possible from 
virtual connections to which packets belong, within each 
class over the input buffers. 

11. A packet transfer device, comprising: 
a plurality of input buffers for temporarily storing packets; 
a control unit for controlling the input buffers; and 
at least one output port for transferring packets outputted 

from the input buffers; 

wherein each input buffer has a plurality of packet storage 
units configured to temporarily store entered packets, a 
selection unit configured to select packets to be out- 
putted from the packet storage units, and an output unit 
configured to output packets selected by the selection 
unit toward the output port; and 

the control unit is configured to issue a command com- 
manding a selection of packets by the selection units of 25 
the input buffers according to an output state of packets 
previously selected by the selection units in all the 
input buffers. 

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the selection unit of 
each input buffer selects packets to be outputted from the 30 
packet storage units so that packets are transferred as evenly 

as possible from virtual connections to which packets 
belong. 

13. The device of claim 11, wherein the output unit of the 
input butters has a set of output permitted packets from 
which an output of packets toward the output port is 
permitted, and the selection unit of the input buffers select 
a set of packets to be outputted by identical time which are 
entered into the set of output permitted packets according to 
the command issued by the control unit. 

14. A packet transfer device, comprising: 
a buffer for temporarily storing entered packets belonging 

to a plurality of flows; 
a control unit for controlling the buffer; and 
at least one output port for transferring packets outputted 

from the buffer, 
wherein the control unit has a management unit config- 
ured to manage packets stored in the buffer in terms of 
a plurality of groups, a distribution unit configured to 50 
distribute each packet entered at the buffer into one of 
said plurality of groups such that each group contains 
packets of different flows that are selected as evenly as 
possible from the plurality of flows, and a control unit 
configured to command the buffer to output packets 55 
belonging to one of said plurality of groups managed 
by the management unit toward the output port. 

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the distribution unit 
distributes each packet into one of said plurality of groups 
according to an identification information of a flow to which 
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said each packet belongs, and at least one of a weight set for 
each flow and a length of said each packet. 

16. A method of packet transfer in a packet transfer device 
formed by a plurality of input buffers for temporarily storing 
packets belonging to a plurality of classes, a control unit for 
controlling the input buffers, and at least one output port for 
transferring packets outputted from the input buffers, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

temporarily storing entered packets class by class at each 
input buffer such that Lhe entered packets of different 
classes are stored separately in each input buffer; 

determining a selected class of packets to be outputted 
from the input buffers according to a packet storage 
state for each class of packets stored in all the input 
buffers, and issuing a command specifying the selected 
class from the control unit to the input buffers; and 

outputting temporarily stored packets of the selected class 
specified by the command of the control unit from each 
input buffer toward the output port. 

17. A method of packet transfer in a packet transfer device 
formed by a plurality of input buffers for temporarily storing 
packets, a control unit for controlling the input buffers, and 
at least one output port for transferring packets outputted 
from the input buffers, the method comprising the steps of: 

temporarily storing entered packets at each input buffer; 

selecting packets to be outputted from each input buffer 
among temporarily stored packets; 

issuing a command commanding a selection of packets by 
the selecting step from the control unit to the input 
buffers, according to an output state of packets previ- 
ously selected by the selecting step in all the input 
buffers; and 

outputting temporarily stored packets selected by the 
selecting step from each input buffer toward the output 
port. 

18. A method of packet transfer in a packet transfer device 
formed by a buffer for temporarily storing entered packets 
belonging to a plurality of flows, a control unit for control- 
ling the buffer, and at least one output port for transferring 
packets outputted from the buffer, the method comprising 
the steps of; 

managing packets stored in the buffer in terms of a 
plurality of groups; 

distributing each packet entered at the buffer into one of 
said plurality of groups such that each group contains 
packets of different flows that are selected as evenly as 
possible from the plurality of Bows; and 

outputting packets belonging to one of said plurality of 
groups managed by the managing step from the buffer 
toward the output port. 

19. The device of claim 1, wherein the at least one output 
port is a single output port that receives packets from each 
of the plurality of classes respectively output by each of the 
plurality of input buffers, and 

wherein packets from more than one of the plurality of 
classes are capable of being stored in the single output 
port at any point in time. 
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